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background:  Industry employees are frequently listed as authors of clinical trials published in peer-reviewed journals. We sought to 
examine the scope of manuscript authorship by employees of interventional cardiology device manufacturers and its effect on published 
outcomes.
methods:  PubMed was searched for manuscripts of studies that prospectively evaluated the performance, efficacy, or safety of one 
or more interventional cardiovascular device(s) in human adults published in 9 high-impact peer-reviewed medicine, cardiology, or 
interventional cardiology journals between 2010 and 2012. Industry employed authors (IEA) were identified as per disclosures. Studies 
were classified as positive, negative, or neutral for the investigational device with respect to the pre-specified primary study endpoint.
results:  Over the 3-year period, 357 interventional cardiology device manuscripts met inclusion criteria and 78 (21.8%) of them listed at 
least one IEA. Studies were likely to have IEA if they were industry funded (44.5% vs. 6.2%, p<.0001) or had a sponsor or funding source 
based in the United States (42.3% vs. 9.3%, p<.0001). Among 153 manuscripts reporting randomized controlled trial (RCT) results, IEA 
were more often associated with positive study outcomes than RCT manuscripts without IEA (88% vs. 59%, p= 0.0008). In multivariable 
analysis, IEA was an independent predictor of published positive study outcomes (OR 2.48, 95% CI 1.05 to 5.86).
Conclusion:  Industry employees are frequently authors of interventional cardiology device manuscripts. Manuscripts of RCTs authored 
by industry employees are more likely to report favorable study results. Authors, industry employees, and the editors of medical journals 
should consider the potential perception and implications of IEA on scientific manuscripts. Specific oversight may be warranted to ensure 
publication of evidence free from industry bias.
